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Pratt & Whitney’s commitment to performance and innovation has set the standard  

in regional aviation. Thoughtfully engineered to consume up to 40% less fuel and generate  

up to 50% fewer CO2 emissions, our turboprop engine family has the lightest impact  

on the environment. With industry-leading dispatch reliability and a comprehensive suite  

of engine services, we keep your costs low and help to propel your business forward. 

EQUIP YOUR FLEET AT WWW.PWC.CA/PW100-150

PW100 AND PW150

 SETTING INDUSTRY BENCHMARKS

19-0674 / 08-2019
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Connectivity. It is the watchword of the global economy and, 
indeed, modern life. The internet, smart phones, tablets, social 
media—technology has made the world a dramatically smaller 
and more connected place over the last two decades. 

But the underpinning of this connectivity ultimately rests on a re-
liable, safe air transport network. A businessperson cannot visit 
a manufacturing plant in another part of the country via Twitter. 
A patient in need of life-saving medical care cannot have surgery 
over Facetime. Talking to friends and family by text message is 
nice, but to attend a wedding or a funeral or be there for the birth 
of a grandchild requires transportation.

Regional airlines provide the vital link connecting millions of 
people living in communities across North America to the mod-
ern world. Without a link to the national and global air transport 
networks, smaller communities are largely cut off from the ben-
efits of the modern economy and the quality-of-life choices that 
people living in large metropolitan areas often take for granted. 
Businesses cannot base employees—or often even make visits to 
customers—in communities that do not have reliable air service. 
People seeking premium medical care available in larger markets 
are out of luck if traveling to those markets requires hours or 
days of driving or three or four or five cumbersome connections 
on unaffiliated air carriers. Living in a remote community snowed 
in for much of the winter may mean visiting friends and relatives 
is unaffordable or not possible for much of the year without 
reliable air service.

Take the example of Presque Isle, Maine, a small community 
with fewer than 20,000 residents near the Canadian border. 
For 40 years after airline deregulation in 1978, it had no service 
affiliated with a major air carrier, no nonstop service to a major 
hub and no jet service. Air service for residents living in Presque 
Isle and throughout northern Maine meant flying to Boston 
Logan International Airport on a small aircraft unaffiliated with 
any major airline, busing from the runway after landing to the 
airport’s departures area, collecting your luggage, going through 
a TSA security checkpoint and hopefully connecting to a flight on 
a separate itinerary with an airline that didn’t recognize the first 
leg of your trip and therefore wouldn’t readily accommodate a 
missed connection. 

The flight from Boston was then often just the first leg of another 
two-or-three connection itinerary. Or passengers drove 3 hours 
(or longer during severe winter weather) to Bangor or Portland, 
Maine, to then fly two or three connections to get to their final 
destination—usually an all-day affair even traveling just along the 
U.S. East Coast.

But in July 2018, RAA member CommutAir began nonstop 
United Express flights aboard a 50-seat Embraer 145 regional 
jet to Newark (New Jersey) Liberty International Airport. The 12 
weekly flights, departing six days a week at 6 AM and 12 PM, 
have transformed air travel to the small community.

“United has more than 160 nonstop destinations out of Newark,” 
explains Charlie Namur, a retired regional airline pilot and the 
chair of the Airport Advisory Committee for Presque Isle Interna-
tional. “It’s a huge difference … Honolulu is now one-stop away, 
all on one itinerary. You get to Newark, you’re inside of TSA” and 
your baggage is transferred to the connecting flight. 

The flight time to Newark is just over 2 hours, meaning the 6 AM 
departure arrives at the United hub well before 9 AM, enabling 
connections throughout the U.S. or the world. Or a passenger 
going to New York for a medical appointment, for example, can 
easily be in Manhattan by late morning and conceivably return to 
Presque Isle the same day. 

Namur notes that trips to see his grandchildren in Maryland and 
Wisconsin, which previously took the better part of day, are now 
routinely completed in just a few hours. And it has made a big 
difference for business travel. “If you make it difficult for some-
one to get to your city, they’ll go somewhere else,” he says. “So, 
it’s been a big upturn [for local businesses]. We have had people 
from different companies coming to us and saying, ‘We weren’t 
coming here before just because of the air service and now we’re 
willing the make the trip.’ … Without that connectivity to the rest 
of the world, you’re never going to get any kind of industry to 
come up to you. [Being connected to a national airline network] 
really is life changing for these communities.”

In addition to providing a tremendous amount of feed to major 
airlines’ networks and revenue for large hubs, the value of the air 
service to small communities is significant. In 2018, 63 percent 
of U.S. airports with commercial service were only served by re-
gional carriers. The percentage of all scheduled flights operated 
by regional airlines in the U.S. remained at 41 percent.

There are 570 small community airports in the U.S., and air 
service to these airports generates $134 billion of economic 
activity per year in the respective communities. In addition, 
the 570 small community airports create 1 million jobs that 
generate $36 billion in wages and commensurate tax revenue to 
the states and communities that receive commercial air service.

Beyond the numbers are millions of people living in small com-
munities throughout North America who rely on the air service. 

The  
CRITICAL Link
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CONVENTION
SCHEDULE

TIME TOPIC

THURSDAY 9/5

7:30 AM - 8:00 AM AMC/RAA Board Breakfast (AMC & RAA board members only) 

7:30 AM Registration Open

8:00 AM - 8:30 AM RAA BOD Executive Committee Meeting (RAA board officers only) 

8:30 AM - 2:30 PM AMC Meeting

8:30 AM - 2:30 PM RAA Board of Directors Meeting (RAA board members & invitation only) 

8:00 AM - 2:45 PM Emergency Response Committee Meeting (RAA airline members only) 

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM PR Committee Meeting (RAA member airlines only)

9:00 AM - 2:45 PM Inflight Committee Meeting (RAA member airlines only)

11:00 AM - 2:45 PM Safety Council Committee Meeting (RAA member airlines only)

11:00 AM - 2:45 PM ROC, Flight Training & Flight Technology Committee Meeting 
(RAA member airlines only)

11:00 AM - 2:45 PM Purchasing Forum

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM President’s Council Luncheon sponsored by Pratt & Whitney (Invitation Only)

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Aviation Maintenance Panel, moderated by:
Rick Leach, RAA Chair 
Chip Childs CEO, SkyWest Airlines 
Bryan Bedford CEO, Republic Airways 
Dion Flannery President, PSA Airlines  
Joshua Krotec Sr. VP, First Aviation Services 
Dr. Joel English, Centura College Aviation

3:00 PM - 3:45 PM General Session 1

3:00 PM - 3:05 PM Welcome by Faye Malarkey Black, RAA President & CEO

3:05 PM - 3:45 PM
Fireside Chat  
Industry Update with Rick Leach, 
RAA Chair and Trans States Holdings President

4:00 PM - 7:00 PM Exhibit Hall Open

RAA Silent Auction (Benefits the RAA Scholarship Fund)

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM Opening Reception

7:30 PM - 9:30 PM Evening Event sponsored by Mitsubishi Aircraft at Luke Bryan’s 32 Bridge
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CONVENTION
TIME TOPIC

FRIDAY 9/6

7:00 AM - 5:30 PM Registration Open

8:30 AM - 11:15 AM General Session 2 sponsored by Mitsubishi Aircraft

8:30 AM – 8:35 AM Welcome by Faye Malarkey Black, RAA President & CEO

8:35 AM – 8:40 AM Welcome by Mitsubishi Aircraft

8:40 AM – 9:30 AM

Airline Finance, moderated by:
John Heimlich, Chief Economist, Airlines for America 
Ankit Gupta, VP-Domestic Network Planning, United Airlines 
Bill Swelbar, Chief Industry Strategist, Delta Airport Consults 
Savanthi Syth, CFA, Managing Director, Global Airlines, Raymond James & Associates

9:30 AM – 10:15 AM

Safety First  
The Honorable Randy Babbitt, Former FAA Administrator 
The Honorable Christopher Hart, Former NTSB Chair 
Dr. Hassan Shahidi, CEO, Flight Safety Foundation

10:15 AM - 11:15 AM

Airline CEO Discussion, moderated by:
Faye Malarkey Black, RAA President & CEO  
Rick Leach, Trans States 
Bryan Bedford, Republic Airways 
Joe Miller, Endeavor Air 
Tim Komberec, Empire Airlines 
Lyle Hogg, Piedmont Airlines 
Steve Linthwaite, Jazz Aviation 
Linda Markham, Cape Air

11:30 AM - 5:00 PM Exhibit Hall Open

11:00 AM - 6:00 PM RAA Silent Auction (Benefits the RAA Scholarship Fund)

2:30 PM - 4:00 PM Volunteer! School Supply Kit Making Session  

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM Happy Hour featuring a Songwriters’ Round

SATURDAY 9/7

8:00 AM - 2:00 PM Meetings Individually Scheduled



The ProFlight Series 2 builds upon the advanced technology of the original, 
and is the most lightweight, compact and comfortable aviation headset 
Bose has ever produced. The ProFlight Series 2 is engineered and refined 
for the way professional pilots fly, and now offers numerous updates and 
enhancements based on pilot input. Experience the changes for yourself  
– learn more and order at Bose.com/ProFlight.
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 Engineered by Bose. 
 Refined by pilots.

AV I AT I O N

Connect with us @BoseAviation ©2019 Bose Corporation. All rights reserved.

New lighter, thinner, 
more flexible cable 
allows improved 
stability and freedom 
of movement.

FAA TSO and E/TSO-
C139a certified and 

compatible with TSO 
certified systems.

Three modes of 
noise cancellation, 
now with improved 
low mode. 

Improved tap control 
for talk-through 
communication.

Incorporates more 
than 30 U.S. design 
and utility patents.

Lighter 4.5 ounce (128 gram) 
on-head weight provides 

improved stability and 
comfort on long flights.
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Bruce Aerospace LED Lighting Integrations 

LED cabin lighting from Bruce Aerospace offers a major benefit to cabin aesthetics and operational costs 

With more than 60 years of experience in the aerospace lighting industry, Bruce Aerospace continues to create 
new solutions for cabin lighting. Its LED lighting systems bring together the latest in high-resolution LED technology 
into a highly reliable, lightweight, and low power consumption lighting system that is easy and quick to install.  

LED cabin lighting systems from Bruce Aerospace are offered in all-white and bi-color versions. These DO-160 
qualified systems are certified on certain regional aircraft platforms and flying today with leading airlines.  

Our LED cabin lighting system complements other LED cabin products offered by Bruce, such as work lights, 
passenger reading lights, emergency lights, signage, lavatory lights, entry and galley lights, branding panel, and 
accessory lighting. 

 

Phone: (775) 246-0101 |website: www.bruce.aero |email: sales@bruce.aero 

Visit Bruce Aerospace 
at the RAA Convention 
in Nashville. Stand 307 
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Get Key Developments 
and Analysis of the 
Commercial Aviation Market

Visit aviationweek.com/RAAAviationDaily 
to download a complimentary edition

EMPOWER YOUR WORKFORCE WITH A GROUP OR SITE LICENSE
For more information visit: aviationweek.com/AVD-group

Delivered each business day, 
Aviation Daily will provide you 
the data and intelligence you 
need to stay informed of this 
complex market.

RegionalAirlineAssociation_AVD_AWST_CompEdition_Full_7.5x10.5_041019.indd   1 8/19/2019   2:48:50 PM


